
Timeline of Events: 
Note: All dates are approximate 

• Aug/Sep 2017 – ALYC purchases a 40’ Trawler “M/V Valor” for use as a Race Committee boat. 

• Oct 2017 – Post 291 Executive Board askes then Commodore, Mike Berdine, when he was going to get 
their approval for the purchase of this Committee Boat.  He responded that ALYC was a separate 
corporation and didn’t need Post 291 approval.  Commodore Berdine then followed up his statements 
with an email detailing his position with supporting information and documentation.  This statement 
and email seems to have angered some members of the Post 291 Executive Board and apparently they 
decided that the yacht club needed to be controlled. 

• Nov 2017 to Apr 2018 – Various meetings between ALYC and Post 291 regarding Bylaws and Articles of 
Incorporation changes along with apparent lack of formal authorization for use of the “American 
Legion” name by ALYC. 

o Bylaws: 

▪ Nov 2017 – Post 291 asserts that there are “many problems” with the ALYC Bylaws 
which need to be corrected.  ALYC agrees that the Bylaws are due for review and 
revision, and requests that Post 291 provide a written list of change requests so that 
they can be considered and incorporated in any revision.  This written list is never 
provided. 

▪ Over the next couple of months, multiple meetings are held to discuss proposed 
changes.  Each time a request is made that Post 291 provide a written list of proposed 
changes.  Again, this written list is never provided. 

▪ Feb 2018 – ALYC Staff Commodore, Jon Reynolds, provides a set of Bylaws (Draft 1) to 
Post 291.  However, these did not include some of the changes which had been 
discussed during the previous meetings so, a few days later, 2018 Commodore, Doug 
Green, provides a revised set of Bylaws (Draft 2) to Post 291 including internal process 
changes and updates verbally requested by Post 291. 

o Use of “American Legion” name: 

▪ 2006 – ALYC was challenged by American Legion Department of California on the use of 
the American Legion name.  Then ALYC Commodore, Jon Reynolds, and Post 291 
Commander, Steven Spriggs, coordinate communications and received verbal 
confirmation that the use of the American Legion name was authorized provided we 
were a program of the Post. 

▪ Current Post 291 Judge Advocate, Robert Wright, asserts that Department cannot give 
authorization and that this can only come from AL National. 

▪ Apr 2018 – Judge Advocate Wright receives approval for use of the American Legion 
name from National provided ALYC is a “Program” of the Post and adheres to “The 5 
Rules for Programs…” 

▪ Late Apr/Early May 2018 – Post 291 shares the name use approval by National with 
ALYC and demands that we come into immediate compliance.  ALYC requests an 
“electronic copy” of the email from National for our records. 



▪ May 2018 – Commodore Green verbally shares the approved name use by National with 
ALYC Board at their regularly scheduled meeting. 

▪ Jun 2018 – Post 291 provides an email copy of “The 5 Rules…” from AL National after 
multiple requests and this is then distributed to the ALYC Board. 

• May 2018 – After multiple communication breakdowns and disagreements, ALYC and Post 291 agree 
to set aside the past and to “work together” in drafting a new set of ALYC Bylaws including “The 5 
Rules”.  A revision (Draft 3) is submitted to Post 291 for their review/comment with the understanding 
that we would go through them together Section by Section until completed. 

• May 2018 to Aug 2018 – Commodore Green sends multiple requests for feedback and/or meetings on 
Draft 3 of the Bylaws.  Judge Advocate Wright instead, states that he is going to “write them for us and 
we weren’t going to like them”.  No further specific Bylaws meetings are conducted. 

• Jul and Aug 2018 – ALYC consults with an attorney who advises that ALYC is a separate California 
Corporation and that Post 291 has no legal authority over us.  Additionally he states that given the 52 
year history of our name, he doubts that a judge would rule against our continued use of it.  Lastly, he 
reviews our Bylaws and advises that they were not up to compliance with current state law but that 
the work to bring them into compliance was would be minimal (~$3-5000). 

• Sep 2018 – Judge Advocate Wright provides a set of ALYC Bylaws to the Post 291 Executive Board for 
approval.  These were written by him without input or consultation from any ALYC Board Member and 
were based on the Draft 1 version instead of the subsequent Draft 2 or 3.  These are then unanimously 
approved by the Post 291 Executive Board, pending revisions at the October meeting.  Commodore 
Green is then asked whether ALYC would abide by these new ALYC Bylaws, and he states that we could 
not as they had not been approved by the ALYC members as prescribed in the Amendment Clause in 
the current (2006) Bylaws.  A motion was then made, seconded, and unanimously approved to 
suspend ALYC, including the upcoming Sail for the Visually Impaired (SVI), until we agreed to accept 
and abide by the new Bylaws. 

• Sep 2018 – A few days after the initiation of the suspension Commodore Green met with Post 291 
Commander, Doug Nye, privately, to discuss the SVI suspension.  He explained that this was not an 
ALYC event but rather it was organized by Women’s Sailing Association of Orange County (WSA-OC) 
with volunteer support from ALYC and facilities from Post 291.  Furthermore, the suspension adversely 
affected an unrelated third party, harmed public opinion, and that a significant number of the guests 
were Long Beach VA patients so it was also affecting veterans.  Commander Nye said he would speak 
to the Board.  Then, the next morning, he informed Commodore Green that the suspension stands 
regardless of who was affected. 

• Sep 2018 – ALYC Sailboats are padlocked to the Dock by Post 291 and all meetings at the Post are 
cancelled. 

• Sep 2018 – WSA-OC cancels SVI due to lack of time and the logistical challenges associated with finding 
a new venue. 

• Sep 2018 – Numerous formal and informal meetings were held between Commander Nye and various 
officers of ALYC.  At times, the resignation of Commodore Green and Jr. Staff Commodore, Mike 
Berdine, are demanded, however this has been subsequently denied.  At these meetings, the Post 
repeated that all they wanted was our immediate compliance with the 5 rules.  ALYC again stated that 
these violated our Bylaws and if they give us a period of time we would work together to bring them 
into compliance.  They stated this was not acceptable and needed to be done immediately. 



• Oct 4, 2018 – At the Post 291 Executive Board meeting the Post 291 written Bylaws were reviewed 
with only minor spelling, grammar, and formatting changes being recommended.  Not a single 
substantive change was suggested.  Then, Commodore Green went through 2.5 pages of suggested 
changes and questions with the vast majority being dismissed.  Following this the Bylaws were given 
final approval by a unanimous vote of the Post 291 Executive Board.  Again, Commodore Green was 
asked whether ALYC would now abide by these Bylaws.  Commodore Green stated that we could not 
for the same reasons previously stated, but that the ALYC Board would discuss the matter.  ALYC was 
then given 2 weeks to provide a response and to fully comply with the 5 rules otherwise the Post 
would consider terminating the Program and would explore forming a new yacht club. 

• Oct 11, 2018 – ALYC conducts a regularly scheduled General Membership Meeting with approximately 
80-100 members in attendance.  At this meeting the above history is presented and an open question 
and answer segment is conducted.  Afterward, a motion was made to retain legal counsel and to 
pursue any legal actions necessary to preserve the club.  This was seconded and approved by a 
majority vote, with 2 dissentions. 

• Oct 15, 2018 – The ALYC Board conducts a special meeting and approves funding for retention of legal 
counsel as directed by the membership. 

• Oct 17, 2018 – Letter from attorney is delivered to all members of the Post 291 Executive Board stating 
that he would pursue additional legal action unless they halted hostile actions toward ALYC within 5 
days. 

• Oct 18, 2018 – Post 291 Executive Board conducts a special meeting to discuss ALYC as a program.  
Post 291 Jr Past Commander, Jess Lawson, begins by reading a statement reiterating the Post position 
after which they go into closed session and Commodore Green is asked to leave.  The outcome of this 
meeting is unknown.  However, two members of the Executive Board were observed lowering and 
removing the ALYC Burgee from the Masthead immediately afterward.  It can therefore be inferred 
that they voted to terminate the program. 

• Oct 20 & 21, 2018 – ALYC Awning is removed from the Hut and ALYC merchandise and Officer Poster 
are removed from the Post Foyer. 

Notes: 

• At no time has ALYC stated that we would not abide by “the 5 rules”.  Rather, we stated that the first 
two rules violated the current Bylaws and we would/could comply with then after a Bylaws 
amendment incorporating the changes was completed and accepted by the ALYC Members. 

• During all of the negotiations and meetings Post 291 was reading ALYC internal email and 
communications.  This was accomplished with the help of Marco Montes who had set-up an email 
forward within the system when he was Rear Commodore in 2013.  Rather than inform us that the 
forward was in place and should be removed, he continued to monitor the traffic and then forward 
information to Post 291 Officers. 

• If the Board of Directors acts outside the boundaries of its Bylaws, they can be held personally 
responsible for legal costs and associated damages if a suit is brought against them by the members.  
Even though ALYC carries D&O Insurance, this does not cover actions outside of the Bylaws. 

• Despite numerous requests, Post 291, has never placed a single request or demand in writing. 


